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On the Relationship between Maitreyavyakaranas
and the Mahasamvartanikatha

Kiyoshi Okano

[Abbr.: ] MSK = Mahasamvartanikatha ; Sastra X = a very long quotation from a unknown
Sastra (no title) of the Sammitiyas in the chapter 8 of the Samskrtasamskrtaviniscaya ; Maitr =
Maitreyavyakarana

In the MSK 4.4.5—12 and the Sastra X §§ 175—181 we find the following 7 motifs for
description of the future ideal life of Jambudvipa :

Motif a : Daughters of five hundred years old will be married (§ 175=MSK 4. 4. 5). Motif
b : All men will have good looks, physical strength, etc (§ 176=MSK 4. 4. 6). Motif c:
Villages and towns in Jambudvipa will be kukkuta—sampatika (§ 177=MSK 4. 4. 7). Motif d :
For every defecation the earth will split and afterward close (§ 178=MSK 4. 4. 8). Motif e :
People will live in extreme comfort without sufferings (§ 179=MSK 4. 4. 9—10). Motif f:
There will be only slight illnesses (inconveniences) (§ 180=MSK 4. 4. 11). Motif g : At that
time the average life span will be 80000 years (§ 181=MSK 4.4.12).

This ‘motif-block’, a collection of 7 motifs in the MSK and the Sastra X must go back to a
unknown old source in the Sammitiya Agamas or apocrypha. For inquiry into those 7 motifs I try
to find the same motifs in the extant buddhist literature. The following is my result of search for
the 7 motifs :

[ 1.]1In the Chin. *Maitr (T No. 455, T 14 426b1 —6) 6 motifs correspond : a, b, d, e, f, g (only
¢ missing). [2.] In the Chapter 22 (Maitr) of “the Book of Zambasta” 6 motifs correspond :
a,b,c,d,f, g (only e missing) . [ 3.] Inthe *Maitr (No. 454, T14 423¢c17—424a6) 7 motifs :
a,b,c,d e f,g [4.] Inthe *Maitr (No.456, T14 429a23—b23) 7 motifs: a, b, c, d, e, f,
g. [5.] Inthe *Maitr (No.457, T14 434b28—c2) 4 motifs: a, ¢, f, g. [6.] In the *Maitr

(No. 453, T14 421a29—c13) 5 motifs:a, ¢, d, f, g. [7.] The Chin. Lokaprajiiapty—
abhidharmasastra (No. 1644, T32 221a7—15) 5 motifs: a, ¢, e, f, g. [8.] In the Cakkavatti—
sthanadasutta (DN26), the Chin. *Cakravartirdjasitra in DA (No.1, T1 4lc), the Chin.*
Drdhanemisitra in MA (No. 26, 524b) , the Chin. *Piirvantaparantasitra in MA (No. 26, 509¢) , the
another *Pérvantaparantasiitra (No. 44, T1 830a), the Chin. Lokaprajiiapti (No. 1, T1 120c—121
a) and the Tibetan Lokaprajiiapti correspond 4 or 5 motifs : a, ¢, e(?), f, g.

I guess that the unknown source of the 7 motifs in the MSK and $astra X was not remote from
a source of Maitreyavyakaranas (eps. a source of [1.] or [ 3.]), because the motif b and d
appeared in the time of formations of Maitreyavyakaranas.
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